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by one of Iowa’s long-term prairie 

educators, Daryl Smith.  A professor at 
University of Northern Iowa since 1967, and 
current director of the Tallgrass Prairie 
Center, Daryl has been teaching students 
about prairie and the environment for a lot 
longer than many of his current students have 

been alive.  He will fill us in on some of his 
history as an educator, successes, failures, 
and how he instills and promotes an 
appreciation for the natural world. 

Tom Rosburg, another of Iowa’s great 
“prairie professors”, will review his “Weekend 
Warriors” program (see previous article).  This 
program will be the recipient of our silent 

2009 Iowa  
Prescribed Fire  

Academy 

Overview 
• April 5 - 10, 2009 at Camp Dodge (Johnston, IA) 
• In addition to working on techniques and tools, 

 Emphasis will be focused on: 
⇒ Fire line leadership 
⇒ Fire ecology 
⇒ Decision - making process & rationale that is 

emphasized by skilled practitioners when 
planning & implementing prescribed fires 

• Components: s131, Burn Plans, Implementation, 
 Ignition, Suppression & Size-up 

• $250 fee includes all meals and accommodations 
• Intensive course limited to 36 students (6 squads)   
• Each day will be approx. half classroom and half 

 field activities, with an evening review 
• Students to remain onsite during academy  
• Scholarships available   
• Sponsored by the Iowa Prescribed Fire Council and the  
 Iowa DOT Living Roadway Trust Fund 
• Additional Support: The Nature Conservancy, Iowa Prairie Network,  Iowa 

Natural Heritage Foundation,  US Fish & Wildlife Service, Iowa Army 
National Guard, and the Iowa Fire Service Training Bureau  

5  Days of Prescribed Fire study and practice  
designed to increase attendees’ fire- line leadership 

skills and appreciation of fire ecology. 
Students will gain new perspective on the range of tools 

and techniques available for Iowa Prescribed Fire. 
LEARN TO DO PRESCRIBED BURNS….BETTER! 
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2009 Iowa Prescribed Fire Academy 

April 5 -10, 2009 
Camp Dodge, Johnston 

 

Agenda 
 

 

DAY 1 (SUNDAY, APRIL 5):  
Academy Orientation 
4 - 6 PM Cadet check in 
6 PM Dinner 
7 PM welcome, orientation, meet squad & mentors, review expectations and camp rules  
 
DAY 2 (MONDAY, APRIL 6): Leader, Gregg Pattison, US Fish & Wildlife Service 
S-131 (Advanced Firefighter Training) 
AM: objectives (classroom) 
PM: Afternoon field exercises  
Evening: review & Q/A session  
 
DAY 3 (TUESDAY, APRIL 7): Leaders, Dennis Sohl (Plymouth CCB), Kevin Pape (Iowa DNR) 
Implementation: tool use during implementation and operations 
AM:  1) Honesty & Integrity as it relates to Prescribed Fire, 2) High Reliability Organizations,  
 3) Contingency Planning (thinking before and during the burn), and 4) Managing the Burn. 
PM:  field exercises emphasizing tool use, each squad does 3 or 4 rotations [(radios, pumps, 
 engine, hand tools, ignition devices (fusees, pistols, torch)] 
Evening: review day & Q/A session 
  
DAY 4 (WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8): Leaders: Chad Graeve (Pottawattamie CCB), Scott Moats (TNC) 
Burn Plans: components & development 
AM:  Review burn plan components & goals 
 provide examples (TNC, NRCS, USFWS)  
 choose template for academy, will be used during unit’s practice recon 
PM:  field reconnaissance for burn plans 
Evening: write and review plans, Q/A session 
 
DAY 5 (THURSDAY, APRIL 9): Leader: Scott Moats (The Nature Conservancy) 
Ignition: using ignition techniques to accomplish ecological goals 
AM:  emphasis on ignition techniques (ring, strip, sequencing, ignition devices),  
 ecological objectives, hazards, s234 
PM:  emphasis on ignition tools 
 three 10-15 acre prescribed fires (that were planned on Wednesday),  
 Set up rotations, let throw flares, light fusees etc., mop up, rehab equipment 
Evening: review lessons learned, Q/A session 
 
DAY 6 (FRIDAY, APRIL 10):  Leader: Scott Moats (The Nature Conservancy) 
Suppression & Size Up: evaluating appropriate responses  
8 – 10 AM: classroom review of suppression techniques, tactics, size-up  
10 AM – 2 PM: small prescribed fire, depending on weather 
Demobilization & Closing (done by 5PM): Andy Roby (Iowa National Guard) 
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General Information 

First Annual Iowa Prescribed Fire Academy 
 

• The goals of this Academy are to increase the cohesiveness of the Iowa 
prescribed fire community and to emphasize Iowa-specific prescribed fire 
techniques and concerns. 

 

• Attendees will gain new perspective on Iowa - specific prescribed fire issues 
and techniques, gain experience using a wide range of prescribed fire tools, 
and learn advanced prescribed fire decision making rationale. This academy 
will provide an opportunity to develop fire line leadership and decision 
making skills under relatively secure conditions, and to expand appreciation 
and understanding of fire ecology. 

 

• Attendance will be limited to 36 registrants who will work in squads of six 
with a coach/mentor.  Squads will work together on classroom and field 
exercises. 

 

• Academy prerequisites: Registrants should have fairly significant fire 
experience: at a minimum NWCG S-130/S-190 (http://training.nwcg.gov/
courses.html) or Firefighter I (NFPA 1001) and the Wildland Skills Crosswalk 
for Structural Firefighters.  A good fitness level is also required: applicants 
should be able to cover two miles in 30 minutes while carrying a 25 lb load 
(moderate field test). 

 

• $250 registration fee includes: 
Academy admission (5 days, April 5  - 10, 2009) 
All Meals: Sunday 4.5.2009 supper thru lunch Friday 4.10.2009 
Lodging at Camp Dodge  
Beverages and snacks during breaks 
Souvenir t-shirt 
Take-home materials (copy of materials presented in classroom, burn plans etc.) 

 

• Academy Committee: 
Incident Command: Andy Roby (Camp Dodge) 
Safety: Chris Jennings (Camp Dodge) 
Operations: Scott Moats (The Nature Conservancy) 
Plans: Dennis Sohl (Plymouth County Conservation Board) 
GIS assistance: Wes Wiese (Hardin County Conservation Board) 
Logistics: Academy Committee 
Finance, General Administration: Inger Lamb (Iowa Native Lands, Inc.) 
Supply: Wes Wiese (Hardin County Conservation Board), Justin Huisman (UNI)  
Ground support: Mike Van Raden (Buchanan County Conservation Board) 

 

• Tentative Squad Coaches/Mentors:  
Orange: Dennis Sohl (Plymouth County Conservation Board) 
White:  Chad Graeve (Pottawattamie County Conservation Board) 
Green: Jason Gooder (Franklin County Conservation Board) 
Blue: Kevin Pape (Iowa Department of Natural Resources) 
Red: Doug Chafa (Iowa Department of Natural Resources) 
Yellow: Brian Fankhauser (Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation) 
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2009 Iowa Prescribed Fire Academy 

Registration form 
 

  Name:____________________________________________________________ 
  Address:_______________________________________________________ 
  City, State, Zip:__________________________________________________ 
  e-mail:___________________________________________________________ 
  phone:___________________________________________________________ 
  Affiliation:______________________________________________________ 
  dietary restrictions:___________________________________________ 
  T-shirt size: _____________________________________________________   
  Prescribed Fire Experience::________________________________  
  ____________________________________________________________________ 
  National Wildfire Coordinating Group coursework,  
  task books:___________________________________________________ 
  National Fire Protection Association credentials:________ 
  _________________________________________________________________ 

 

     
    $250 registration fee includes: 

∗ Academy admission (5 days, April 5  - 10, 2009) 

∗ All Meals: Sunday 4.5.2009 supper thru Lunch Friday 4.10.2009 

∗ Lodging at Camp Dodge  (5 nights) 
∗ Beverages and snacks during breaks 
∗ Souvenir t-shirt 
∗ Take-home materials 

 
Please complete this form and  

send with a check made out to “Iowa Native Lands, Inc.” to: 
 

Iowa Native Lands, Inc. 
2402 S. Duff Ave. 
 Ames, Iowa 50010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information contact Inger Lamb at  515.250.1693, or ingerlamb3@mchsi.com 
 
 
 

 

Registration Deadline Feb. 14, 2009   
 

Academy size is limited to 36 
 

you will be notified of acceptance by Feb. 21, 2009 
 

Registration checks will be returned  
to applicants not accepted into the academy 


